
Rector’s Sermon in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 

 Trinity 5, 2021. 

• In this Year’s Church Calendar, today, 4 July, is the 5th Sunday 

after Trinity. And in the Geo-Political world, today is, of course, 

Independence Day for Americans. This ancient Cathedral of St. 

Patrick is the Church of Ireland’s National Cathedral. So it is surely 

apt to send spiritual greetings today from this small, independent 

nation of our own, to the very large, independent nation of the 

United States, on the other side of the Atlantic, - a nation, indeed, 

to which so many of we Irish, during our own very sad tribulations 

of the past, were forced to emigrate, in the hope of making a new 

start in life. Even the two words, “Irish-American”, have been long 

accepted and integrated as a mutually welcomed phrase, into our 

respective verbal discourse. 

• Co-incidentally, my own surname is also that of a former American 

President, whose own Irish family roots stemmed from Co. Antrim. 

William McKinley, of course, very sadly joined Presidents Lincoln, 

Garfield and Kennedy, as one of the four American Presidents, 

who were tragically assassinated. That statistic is surely a 

sobering reminder that Freedom is always a precious and delicate 

shoot, which ever needs tending and nurturing, and which should 

never be taken for granted, exploited or abused. You could say 

that such freedom in always a work-in-progress. This involves  

citizens knowing and absorbing their own nation’s evolving story, 

out of its founding past; reflecting on who and where they now are; 

and even more, going on growing and maturing in to what they can 

yet be, and become, as a people, as a nation. 

• Prior to last year’s onset of Covid, this Cathedral of St. Patrick’s 

was one of Dublin’s most visited places, welcoming, not only high 

numbers of visitors, but also, too, of worshippers – drawn, not 

least, by its long and widely reputed Choral tradition. This 

Cathedral’s visitors and worshippers came, indeed, from countries, 

all over the world. Please God, the day will yet come when 

International Travel may be safely enabled to return, and when this 

Cathedral can then very warmly greet and welcome back in to its 

friendship and Fellowship, its visiting worshippers and tourists.  



• In the Book of Common Prayer, Five, basic Prayer Themes are 

listed for the Eucharist’s “Prayers of the Church” – Prayer for the 

Church Universal; Prayer for the Nations of the world; Prayer for 

the Local Community; Prayer for those in need; and Finally, 

thankful remembrance of the Faithful Departed. 

• My own late father, like me, was also a long-serving Church of 

Ireland priest. I once recall, when I was probably 15 years old, or 

so, we were travelling together in the car, where we always 

exchanged plenty of chat. And right out of the blue, he asked me 

that day what I thought were the most important prayers, offered 

up in church. I think I muttered something back about the 

importance of Prayers for Peace and for those who were sick. And 

I still recall when he said next. He said he felt the most important 

prayers offered are the Prayer Book’s provision for State Prayers, 

and that they should never be neglected by the corporately 

worshipping body of the Church. I also recall that he talked on 

about the very onerous demands and responsibilities, especially 

placed on those elected to high Political Office and Leadership. He 

also mentioned the potential temptations for those so elected to be 

diverted from the high and over-riding ideal of public service, if 

purely sectional, vested or party interests sought to exercise an 

undue influence, beyond their remit…….And in what my old man 

long ago asserted to a Teenager ‘Me’, he had, of course, Holy 

Scripture’s full endorsement. For the 1st New Testament Letter of 

Paul to Timothy states this:- “First of all, I urge that Supplications, 

Prayers, Intercessions and Thanksgivings be made for everyone; 

for Kings, and all who are in High Positions, so that we may live a 

quiet and peaceable life, in all godliness”. 

• Since last Year, Covid’s onset has presented hugely, daunting 

challenges in every Sector of Life, but not least, to Governments 

world-wide. Yet whether “Closed” or “Open”, Anglican Cathedrals 

and churches have ensured, through the Daily Offices, in the 

words of the Old Hymn, “that the voice of Prayer is never silent”; 

that whether “Privately” or “Publicly” exercised, prayer and 

Intercession for the Nation’s Leadership have been offered up. In 

relation to our own Nation, we have humbly continued to seek the 

Lord’s guidance and Blessing on our President, our Government 

and on all the elected members of Dail and Seanad Eireann. Such 

prayer intent really involves a gracious invoking and calling down 



of the Holy Spirit on the Body Politic – so that the same Holy 

Spirit’s gifts of right judgment, of wisdom and of spiritual 

discernment may be poured down on it, not least in light of the 

simply multiple and quite unrelenting complexity of demands of 

these still most testing of times. 

• St. Patrick’s is a National Cathedral, with Chapter Representatives 

coming from every Diocese on this island. We have been both 

sensitively and particularly aware these times of the considerable 

political strains and stresses, through which N. Ireland is presently 

passing. Again, our similar prayer Invocation is for all those who 

have been elected to political Office, in its Assembly; that the Holy 

Spirit’s same gifts may, too, be poured down on them; so that all 

its people may yet be graced with wholeness and healing, and be 

led upon Isaiah’s prophetic ways and paths of “Gentleness and 

Peace”. 

• As people of Christian faith, we should never be shy in believing 

that a nation’s health and well-being are, indeed, enhanced and 

advanced, through the spiritual fibre that the prayers of faithful 

people humbly offer up. Nor should we ever doubt, as the New 

Testament Letter of James states, “that the prayer of a righteous 

person – is powerful and effective”. 

• Finally, please reflect with me now on a Poem, entitled 

“Lockdown”, written by the Irish Capuchin Franciscan Poet, 

Brother Richard Hendrick, whose roots lie here in Dublin, in 

Ballinteer. Last year, when Covid first arrived, Richard’s profoundly 

prophetic poem became widely circulated on various 

communication outlets. In light of the theme I’ve spoken on, listen 

now to what Brother Richard has written:- 

“All over the world, 

People are slowing down and reflecting; 

All over the world, 

People are looking at their neighbours, in a new way; 

All over the world, 

People are waking up, to a new reality, 

…………To how big we really are, 



   To how little control we really have, 

 To what really matters – to Love” 


